
Living in America, we 
hear a great deal about 
Liberty and Freedom.  
I assume children in 
schools are still being 
taught about the First 
Amendment and its 
protection of our free-
doms of religion, 
speech, and assembly 
(while people are fac-
ing jail time for prayer 
at a pancake breakfast-
see http://
www.crestviewbulletin.
com/articles/prayer-
7145-high-
administrators.html).  
Courts are increasingly 
hostile to the free exer-
cise of the Christian 
religion, and it is possi-
ble that we will see a 
day when our worship 
will become an illicit 
act. 
 
But let us not forget 
one fact; liberty doesn’t 
come from govern-
ment, freedom from 
presidents, courts, or 
kings. Our right to 
worship God stems 
from who He is, not 
because of some legal 
document.  For the 

first three hundred 
years, the early church 
served God in clear de-
fiance of numerous 
government edicts. 
Christianity is and has 
always been at odds 
with earthly govern-
ments, because it is 
“the only antidote to 
the grasping desire for 
power that is the hall-
mark of earthly rulers.”  
The state can no more 
deny our right to wor-
ship God than they 
could truly grant such 
a right; it was granted 
by the Lord of the uni-
verse.   
 
However, when it arise, 
persecution brings 
great clarity; when we 
recognize that the free 
exercise of our faith 
places us at odds with 
the demagogues who 
would rule us, it makes 
us carefully consider 
the weight of our cross. 
We are forced to 
choose a side.  
 
As C.S. Lewis put it, 
“with every decision we 
are either being trans-

formed into a heavenly 
creature, or a hellish 
one.” But in the midst 
of this great struggle 
between right and 
wrong, as our society 
attempts to redefine 
the parameters of 
righteousness, we are 
each called to take a 
stand. Good is watered 
down to “what makes 
everyone feel good,” 
whereas wrong has 
taken on the Epicurean 
definition of “that 
which causes discom-
fort or anxiety.”  The 
problem with this is 
that sometimes “right” 
hurts and “wrong” feels 
great. But slavery to 
sin, in the end, always 
destroys. 
 
One of the great lies is 
that service to God is 
bondage, while worldli-
ness offers freedom.  
This is patently false.  
God promises liberty; 
he provides purpose.  
The one without God 
finds himself in a state 
of perpetual servitude 
to the blind forces of  
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Schedule of Services 

August 23, 2009 

Schedule of Services 

Sunday 

Class:  9:00 am 

Worship:  10:00 am 

Worship:  6:00 pm 

Wednesday  

7:00 pm 

 

Church Office : 843-556-1792      

Church Fax: 843-556-6085 

Email: evcoc@bellsouth.net 

Website: www.essexvillage.org 



Preparing communion:  Sandy Dee 
 

Baptismal Garments:  Ginnie Fowler 

  

Clara Haselden is receiving 
chemo treatments.   
 

Esther Lamm is expected to 
have heart surgery soon. 
 

Val Mabry, Ann Mabry Stande-
fer’s aunt, has Alzheimer’s. 
 

Nell McIntire has cancer and is 
the sister of Lois Ott. 
 

Lloyd (Mac) McLawhorn will 
be having heart surgery on 
Monday, August 24th at Roper 
Hospital.  Please keep him and 
Agnes in your prayers. 
 

Jim Moore has cancer.  He 
attends Chesapeake Church of  
Christ. 
 

Bethany Pahl, Jessie Boozer 
Pahl’s cousin, is having compli-
cations due to her recent sur-
gery. 
 

Louise Shaw, co-worker of 

Natasha Streets.  Louise’s 
husband is very ill. 
 

Sam & Barbara Truscello, 
Raymond Boynton’s 
neighbors, are in need of 
prayers.  Sam has health prob-
lems and Barbara is the care-
giver. 
 

Mille Turley ,extended family 
member of Ray & Ellen Brown, 
had cardiac surgery to repair 
an aneurysm  and valve issue.  
She is having complications 
and recovering slowly. 
 

 
 

 

Larry Cooper, Ruby’s son, 
has lung cancer. 
 

Judy Cox, the mother of Nata-
sha’s friend, has advanced 
stage 4 colon cancer.                
 

Maxine Doll  has some health 
problems and would like our 
prayers.  Maxine is Pam 
Ragland’s mother. 
 

Michelle & Kenny Drawdy 
are having some difficult times 
and requested prayers.  Mi-
chelle is a co-worker of Terri 
Fagan. 
 

Emily Fowler,  Scott Fowler’s 
mother, has some health prob-
lems and would like our 
prayers.  
 

Duke Gregory, Doris and 
Janie’s brother, has been 
moved back to Manchester 
Health Care, in Manchester, 
TN.  He is improving each day.  

Bible Classes: 68 

AM Worship: 116 

PM Worship: 50 

Wednesday Evening: 54 

Contribution:  2,822.00 

Larry Casbeer:  795-0429 Announcements:                  
Larry Casbeer 

 

Song Service: 
Royce Akers  

 

Opening Prayer: 
Ron Herman 

 

Communion: 
Hilton Googe 

 

Sermon:                                        
Stefano Mugnaini 

 

Closing Prayer: 
Andy Streets 
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We Are Praying For... 

For the Record 
Week of 08-16-09 

Military 

Robert Bagley                          

Kristopher Black 

Adam Bowles 

Chris Branham 

Adam Carlucci 

Russell Coble 

Ryne Collins 

James Dalton 

Mark Fiorey 

Ellis Flenoid 

Steven  Hilton 

Michael Hilton 

Matthew Lemieux 

Katie McCaskill 

Kevin Mitchell 

Scott OõConnor 

Shawn Reynolds 

REFLECTIONS  

Helen Embry 

Mark Embry 

Polly Fowler 

Leonard McNeill 

Lois Ott 

Elder for the Month 
of August 

Program of 
Worship 



an unfeeling universe, the whims of 
a power mad government, and the 
uncontrolled and uncontrollable 
urges of the flesh. 
      
When freed from this by Christ, we 
can truly be free to live the life in-
tended for us. We see a world with 
meaning, not blind chance. We rec-
ognize our freedom to make choices 
and we see our exceeding value as 
individuals. Look around and con-
sider our world and the ravages of 
wickedness. The burden of sin is de-

ceptively heavy; the cross is so 
much lighter than we realize. 

Soup Kitchen 
 

A group from Essex Village will be 
headed to the soup kitchen to pre-
pare the noon meal.  If you would 
like to help, please see Raymond 
Boynton. 
 
Fall Quarter 
 

If you would like to teach this quar-
ter, please see Keith Dee or Ginnie 
Fowler. 

Ladies Bible Class 
 

The Tuesday morning ladies Bible 
class will resume on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 15th at 10:00 am.  The class 
will continue their study of Fra-
grance of Faith.  If you would like 
to be a substitute teacher for the 
class, please see Frances. 

have placed a sign up sheet in the 
foyer.  Your cooperation is appreci-
ated! 

The Annual Ladies’ Retreat is sched-
uled for September 25th—26th.  It 
will be held at the home of Herman 
& Michelle Porter on Kiawah Island.  
The theme for this year will be 
“Traits of a Christian Woman”. 
 
In order to plan for this event, we 
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Here Is What Is Happening... 

REFLECTIONS  

Article continued... 
 

The latest edition of 

House to House, 

Heart to Heart  

 has arrived.  They 

have been placed on 

the table in the foyer 

along with some 

tracts.  Please be sure 

to pick up a few to 

share with your 

friends and 

neighbors. 

Condolences 

Our condolences are 

offered to John Jenkins.  

)ÖÏÕɀÚɯÈÜÕÛɯ×ÈÚÚÌËɯ

away and the funeral 

was on Tuesday.  

Please remember the 

family in your prayers. 

Ladies’ Retreat... 

House to House, 

Heart to Heart 



ELDERS 
 

Larry Casbeer            795-0429 

Howard Streets            766-7727 

 

MINISTER  
 

Stefano Mugnaini           329-3704 
 

DEACONS 
 

Rick Porter                     556-2679 

Activities 

Jim Lamm           556-6756 

Benevolence 

Lloyd McLawhorn        556-6709 

Worship 

Roddy Akers                 559-3565 

Song Service 

Larry Polutta          795-5266 

World Bible School 

Bill Ragland          556-6711 

Building  Maintenance 

Hilton Googe                766-4670 

Lynn Smallwood          766-8579 

Grounds 

Eddie Haselden             767-5511 

Financial 

Durwood Collins          869-4199 

Youth Activities                

ESSEX VILLAGE CHURCH OF CHRIST  

Essex Village Church of Christ 
736 Savage Road 
Charleston, SC  29414 

Bulletin Board 

Weõre on the web! 

www.essexvillage.org 

 

North Charleston Church of Christ Homecoming 
When:  September 5th & 6th 
Saturday drop-in at Fort Dorchester High School located off Patriot Blvd. at 
4:00 pm—9:00 pm.  Light hors d’oeuvres will be served. 
Sunday Morning Bible Study and Worship service will be held at FDHS.  
 
Mid-Atlantic Evangelism Seminar 
Where:  Brooks Avenue Church of Christ 
                700 Brooks Avenue 
                Raleigh, NC  27607 
Theme:  Leave No One Behind 
Date:  September 18-20, 2009  
 
Kingsbury Road Church of Christ Ladiesô Day 
When:  September 19th 
Registration 9:00 - 9:30 
Speaker:  Florence Minton from Avondale Church of Christ in Decatur, GA.  
Address:  215 Kingsbury Road 
                  Sumter, SC  29151 
 


